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~ Respected Chairman, University Grants Commission, Professor i 
Arun Nigavekar; Distinguished President, Sahitya Akademi, 
Professor Gopi Chand Narang; Eminent Chairman of Gargi 
College Governing Council, Dr. Ratnakar Pandey; honourable 
guests, faculty members and dear students, 

On behalf of everyone in Gargi College, I extend my warm 
welcome to all of you who have graced our 381h Annual Day 
celebrations today. I will begin on a personal note and take you 
down memory lane to 1992-93, the first year I presented the 
college annual report after taking over as Principal. The 
distinguished Chief Guest on that occasion was the then UGC 
Chairman, Professor Ram Reddy. 12 years later I have the 
honour to present our report card for the year 2003-04 to our 
present distinguished UGC Chairman, Professor Arun 
Niqavekar. 

Professor Nigavekar is well known and highly respected among 
all those associated with higher education. But I would not like 
to deny myself the privilege of introducing this outstanding 
educationist with 40 years experience in teaching, research, 
planning and administration of higher educational institutions. A 
physicist by choice and inclination, Prof. Nigavekar graduated 
from Pune on the Dakshina Fellowship and did his post graduate­ 
cum-research from Sweden on a SIDA Fellowship. He was, to 
begin with, a Professor of Material Sciences in Pune University 
and then became Director of EMRC, Pune. He has also been a 
Visiting Professor in the universities of U.K. and Canada. Prof. 
Nigavekar was made the Vice-Chancellor of Pune University 
and under his stewardship, the university was recognised as a 
university with potential for excellence. He was appointed the 
Vice-Chairman of the UGC and is currently holding the highest 
academic position as Chairman of the UGC. He has authored 
many books and articles in international and national journals. 
His contributions to Science Education include his founding of 
the Physics Educational Journal, a journal of international repute. 
He is also a permanent member and currently Vice-Chairman 

~ of Asian Physics Education Network, a UNESCO organisation. i 
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~ Professor Gopi Chand Narang is a so 
in the world of books and Ii era re e are " 
as our Guest of Honour today. Pro esso <; a aa a 
Shri Awardee and this year ·11 be recei · g os es ·g us 
National Award of Padma Bhus a oo. o g • e er 
innumerable awards he has recei ·ed. special e ·o ls o be 
made of the Pakistan President's Gold edal or his 
distinguished scholarly work on the poet Iqbal. Other noteworthy 
awards include The Rajiv Gandhi Award for Excellence in 
Secularism, Sahitya Akademi Award, Ghalib Award, Amir 
Khusrau Award, Canadian Academy of Urdu Language and 
Literature Award, Mir Award, Maikash Award, and Sir Syed 
Aalami Award to name just a few. He has been the acting Vice­ 
Chancellor of Jamia Millia lslamia and visiting professor in the 
universities of USA, Canada and Europe. He has written 12 
books in English, 5 in Hindi and 36 in Urdu. In honouring him, we 
honour ourselves. 

Last, but not the least in honour of mention is our own Chairman, 
Dr. Ratnakar Pandey. It has been my good fortune to work under 
his guidance for the last four years. Suffice it to say that his 
astute administrative experience as former principal of Motilal 
Nehru College and his statesman-like qualities of nobility, integrity 
and fair-mindedness have been central to the progressive and 
smooth running of our college. A great Hindi scholar with a large 
number of publications to his credit, he has been at the helm of 
affairs at Gargi college to give it its academic direction. I take 
this opportunity to express our deep sense of gratitude to Dr. 
Ratnakar Pandey and all the other distinguished Members of 
the Governing Council of Gargi College for their tota commitment, 
encouragement and support towards all-round de e op ent and 
progress of our institution. 

I am proud of our spectacular rise in a so eres o college 
activities- academic, research, cu ural, sports a d extension 
activities. The index of our achieve e • ls e ec ec I Delhi 
University's recommendation of our co ege e GC as one 

~ of the three colleges with a pate tie or exce e ce. ,., s mercurial ~ 
~a~ ~~ 



:::,.,. During the last 12 years our college students have been 
getting anywhere between 33-36 top ranking positions in the 
university. In the last university examinations that concluded 
in May 2003, we secured a record 57 positions in the 
university- an index of the quality education that we provide 
in the college. Three of our students are being awarded 
university medals at the coming convocation. The 
spectacular achievements of our students are given in the 
Roll of Honour list in this report. Our congratulations to each 
one of the achievers and our good wishes to all of them for 
still greater success in their academic, professional and 
personal careers. 

:::,.,. For the last five years our research laboratories in the 
departments of Physics and Botany have been doing splendid 
work. This year we have added a Psychology Research 
Laboratory, a B.EI.Ed Workshop laboratory and a Chemistry 
Research Laboratory to provide research facilities to teachers 
who have received grants from different funding institutions. 
This is one institution where teaching is done alongside 
research in the true Humboltdian tradition. The English 
department has a rich library of its own-the Oswa/-Sena 
library and we shall be adding a separate section consisting 
of International Journals for Contemporary Knowledge and 
Advance Research. This has been made possible by the 
International Punjabi Society who has graciously come 
forward to subscribe to these journals and make them 

~ available to the college. On behalf of everyone at Gargi, I ~ 
~~ ~~ 
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GARGI SHINING 

s.~ ~~ 
~ rise to the coveted slot among three top colleges of Delhi ~ 

university is due to the excellent team work done by our 
dedicated faculty, motivated students and committed non­ 
academic staff that the college can well and truly boast of. 

Let me list out all the feel-good factors that have contributed to 
Gargi Shining and then spell out our plans to keep Gargi on the 
move. 
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ie al India @ Dr. Meenakshi Jain's His o ) 
for class XI has been p 

@ Dr. Bharati Bhattacharya and Dr. Gita Mathur (Botany) 
have been given the UGC grant for their project The Effect 
of Environmental Changes on Selected Herbaceous 
Plants of Delhi. 

G> Dr. Vandna Luthra(Physics) got the Boyscast 
Fellowship given by DST to continue her research in 
University College, London on Electronic Materials and 
their Processing towards Development of Sensors for 
Toxic, Polluting and Inflammable Gases. 

G> Dr. Veena Tucker (Psychology) has received the UGC 
grant for her research project on Developing an Integrated 
Intervention Programme for Street Children. She is also 
supervising the work of a Delhi University Ph.D student. 

G> Dr. Kamlesh Malhotra and Dr.Sangeeta 
Bhatia(Psychology) have received a Major grant from 
the UGC for their project on Promoting Resilience in 
Families of Individuals with Disabil 'es. 

@ Dr. Asha Goswami's (Sanskrit) boo o 
a new Perspective has been reco 
University for the UGC Ved V asa a 
Sanskrit publication. 

our 
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~ would like to express our gra e 
recognition and contributio o 
faculty members and stude ts 

)a>- The college faculty as dis · g excellent 
research work. I wou d Ii e top ace record o r appreciation 
of all our faculty members whose academic orx has been 
authenticated by the award of Grants Fellowships , Research 
degrees and published works 



@ Dr. Bharati Bhattacharya's (Botany) two volumes of 
Glimpses of Plant Life have been published by NCERT. 
Her History of Biological Sciences is in the press with 
Allied Publishers. 

@ Dr. Gita Mehta's (Botany) and Dr.Deepti Lehri's (Physics) 
text books on Science for classes VI, VII and VIII have 
been published by Bharat Bhawan Publications. 

@ Ms. Monica Das' (Economics) book Her Story So Far­ 
Tales of the Girl Child in India has been published by 
Penguin Books. Ms. Das' tele-film on Anwesan, has won 
the Best Docu-Drama Award in the All India Doordarshan 
Award Ceremony given by the Ministry of Information 
and Broadcasting. 

@ Ms. Rekha Navneet (Philosophy), Ms. Radha 
Chakravorty (English) and Ms. Geeta Kitchlu 
(Commerce) have submitted their doctoral dissertations 
to the University of Delhi. 

@ Ms. Rashmi Jayarajan (Philosophy) has submitted her 
dissertation for the award of a M.Phil degree. 

@ Ms. C.M. Upadhye(Mathematics), Ms. Gita Siddharth, 
Ms. Sangeeta Jerath and Ms. Sonali Ahuja(Commerce) 
and Mrs.Manisha Priyam(Political Science) are currently 
engaged in research for Ph.D. 

All the papers presented in various seminars have been listed 
in the later pages of this report -again an index of the research 

~ scholarship the college takes a legitimate pride in. ~ 
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Dr. Neera Pant(Psychology) has been awarded Ph.D ~ 
by University of Delhi and Dr. Anjana Neira Dev (English) 
has been awarded Ph.D by IIT (Delhi). 

@ Ms. Radha Chakravorty has published three books: 
English Translations of Tagore's novels, Short Stories 
of Mahasweta Devi and Bengali Short Stories from 
India and Bangladesh. 
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@ Indian Art Through the Ages .. 

§ Vedanta and Applied E ics. 

We have been very fortunate to is e 
these topics every week by O' e:- 
lntellectuals. These courses. go a! .. tt-,: ~ _ 
gave the students a wider persoec: e 
and artistic issues of the past a d · e 
efforts have been to remove the s a 
that breed intolerance, hatred. ar ce :: 
our young students responsible fu 
list of all the guest speakers and 
listed in this report. 

)> We have many firsts to our c ea 
activites-in Drama, Stree Pia s 
Choreography. Our debaters e e =t:>r':·~ 
Commonwealth Debating Socre • 
of Gargi at the beginning of th s pr 

~ talented teams who have won la 
13 has been made in the report of ~~"'cl~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~- 
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~ )> A National level seminar was organiseo 
of Microbiology on Microbial Mys ·a e: e ,i,..,n=-=~ 

Future. The Keynote address 
V.S.Chauhan, International Ins 
and Bio-technology. There was a 
Dr. Elizabeth Burns from O o 
Biological Research to the put c. 

)> Gargi college has been a p10 ee ., 
1993 for which the UGC has g e 
courses are designed by our fa 
so as to enhance the profess a; 
our students besides promo· '"g s 
sensitizing them to become -~ = .... ~~or, 

society. This year we had in r 

@ Cultural Encounters 



~~ ~~~ 

~ won not only within Delhi, but outside of Delhi in IIT Kanpur g 
and BITS Pilani. Our play The Monologues of Mahabharata 
was selected by the National School of Drama for a public 
performance. The Street Play Jayen to Jayen Kahaan is 
considered the best in the cultural arena of Delhi university. 

> The college has groomed young writers in various 
departments who have brought out quarterly issues of 
Newletters- the Oracle (English), Manthan(History), 
Eureka(Science) and Com Ascent (Commerce) giving 
information on both academic and college events. This is yet 
another pioneering effort of the college. 

> The Gargi Extension Service, the NSS wing of the college 
has once again demonstrated its potential to reach out to the 
underprivileged and the physically and mentally challenged 
persons in our society. Their work with the Spastics Society, 
the Blind School, Cheshire Home and with NGOs like Pravah 
and Action Aid proves the spirit of service the students have 
imbibed from the college. A NGO Mela displaying products 
made by the less privileged people was held in the college. 
Blood donation camp, help for the homeless in collaboration 
with Action Aid India were among the major activities of GES. 

> The Environmental group in collaboration with MIECOFT 
(a NGO run by our former student Dr. Malini Rajendran has 
continued with its work on Solid Waste Management in close 
association with the Department of Environment, Govt. of 
NCT of Delhi. The Chemistry department is engaged in the 
task of Lab-Waste Management in collaboration with the 
Centre for Environmental Education, Ahmedabad and this 
will be extended to other science departments in the coming 
year. 

> The Women's Development Centre has once again 
demonstrated its commitment to popularise and sensitise our 
young women to gender issues. A two-day inter-college 

~ seminar on Women and Violence sponsored by the UGC ~ 
~ and Women Studies and Development Centre was a very ~ 
~a"cl 6"'.:-19~ 
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Open Table Tennis tourname , s e 
Nivanthee Jayaraj(Chess I 
Tanwar(Cricket) represented D 
Khushboo Saini(Roller Skating) eoresernec 
America and won the Bronze edal. Seema 
medal winner in Pole Vaul i. 
represented Delhi State in a 10 a 
and won the 2nd position. Sre also anxtoar 
National Athletic meet and ca e 3 c. 

All these achievements speak for · e 
~ the selection to the prestigious sta so e cooeoe 
~~"7c)~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

translate their enthusiasm i o ac 
worked throughout the years g 
with the placement cell to tac ta e 
higher education/professiona di 
concluded elections for the s oe 
electronic voting for the first • e. 

e "'""'....,...,..- 
also arranged for a Psychologica 

> The health check-ups and med· 
by a registered medical practitioner 
staff members. 

has 
ege. 
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& successful event A Crafts Mela · 














































































